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What is our Clubs Culture?  
At our last regular meeting we had the leading recruiter for 
the Rotary come and talk about how she recruits new 
members to join her club.  One of the biggest things that 
makes her recruitment of new people successful is that she 
is selling the “culture” of her Rotary club.  Her club decided 
a few years ago that in addition to the normal Rotary activi-
ties they would focus on Youth Advocacy in the Puyallup 
area.  They stopped some of their long term projects and re
-invested those funds towards supporting their new goals 
of helping the local youth,  For instance they no longer give 
out High School Scholarships, rather they use that money 
to fund a program that teaches more kids leadership skills. 
This became their clubs culture and they can easily sell that 
to people that want to do something for their community.  
They have specific, marketable and measurable things that 
they can point to that make a difference in the Puyallup 
Community. 

We really don’t have a specific Culture in our Club.  Our 
Mission Statement is “The Puyallup Lions will serve the 
needs of the greater Puyallup area, providing charitable 
community service wherever possible.”  This is a fantastic 
statement in its self but is very broad in nature.  How does 
it sell our club?  Our 501C3 Foundation is a bit more spe-
cific as we have morphed it into working with Diabetes and 
all things related to this disease.  But what is the main fo-
cus of our club?  We do the main functions of what the 
original Lions Club International set up working with Vision 
as we recycle glasses, do eye exams, arrange for new glass-
es and do screenings. (continued in membership column 
page 3) 
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Pictures of the Month 

Upper Left: Building a 

ramp for Lion John Sr.  

Upper Right: Lions Neil 

and JJ at the Chili and Beer 

tasting. 

Middle Right and lower 

Right: Unloading the trees 

Lower Left:  Lion Kent with 

a satisfied customer 



 

 
Eyeglass Recycling: this project is alive and well in 
the Puyallup Lions Club and for a long time one 
man did all of the work and there was very little 
known about how much work he did to accom-
plish the project.  Lion John Sr. would go out every 
other month and hit several drop boxes and pick 
up the glasses, hearing aides and contact lenses 
that were placed in the drop boxes.  He would 
then sort the glasses out and remove them from 
the cases, taking the hard cases to the Goodwill 
and putting the soft cases in a separate bag for the 
LERC.  When he had a car load he would drive 
them down and turn them into the recycling cen-
ter.  He would not necessarily claim all of the hours 
that he put into this project.   When he went down 
with a stroke Lion John Jr. went around and picked 
up glasses on his route.  It took about two hours to  
hit every site on the list.  Now he has a very large 
box of eyeglasses to sort through and prep for the 
recycling center.  It will take about two or three 
hours to do that but in the mean time it is time to 
go around again and empty the boxes.   

Last year this club recycled 1078 pair of eyeglasses 
that were used for missions to several countries so 
that others may see.  Below is a listing of our drop 
boxes.  Additionally we get a large number of eye-
glasses from Value Village donations as well. 

 Corliss Optical 

 Eagles Club Puyallup 

 Elks Lodge Puyallup 

 Masonic Temple Puyallup 

 Senior Activities Center 

 Vista Optical Fred Myer 

 East Main Clinic 

 Kosnoski Eye Care 

Project News Membership Corner 

(From page one) 

The other things that we accomplish 
are more of a jumble of activities.  The 
Easter Egg Hunt, Scholarships, Feed-In, 
etc.  I am not saying we need to stop 
any of these projects, just that we 
need to perhaps look at a direction 
and a “Culture” that we want to culti-
vate that would make our club more 
attractive to people and easier to sell 
to new members. 

We as a club need to think about what 
we would like our culture to be and 
work towards it.  Do we want to work 
more with Francis House activities and 
advocate the working poor assisting 
them?  Do we want to get more in-
volved with Environmental type pro-
jects that would make our community 
a cleaner place  to live in?  Do we want 
to do more health screenings and con-
centrate on community health as our 
focus?  

Other things that we need to look at 
for the future are some of our current 
ways we spend money.  Is the Easter 
Egg Hunt still relevant?  Should we re-
look at the requirements for our Schol-
arships and make them more mean-
ingful to the recipients (i.e. a true com-
munity service requirement to even 
qualify for them and may not give one 
out each year if no qualified student).  

More to follow in this column in up-
coming months.  This is just a starting 
point to get us thinking about what di-
rection we want and need to go. 



Upcoming Club Events 

Tree Sale: Our Tree Sale has begun and we 
have 650 trees to sell.  The trees look very 
good this year and we need every members 
help to sell them as quickly as possible.  Lion 
Dave has the sign up sheets at the sale so 
stop on by and sign up for a shift or two.  We 
are open Monday thru Friday fro m10am to 
8pm and on the weekend from 9am to 8pm.  
Trees are $20 for the table toppers and $50 
for all others.  Shifts needed to covered by Li-
ons are 5-8 during the weeknights and all the 
shifts during the weekends (9-12, 12-3, 3-6, 6-
8) .  This project is our largest fund raiser and 
funds a majority of the service that we do for 
the community.   

Together we make a 
difference 

Around the District 

Fife Ham Dinner:  Will be held on January 
28th at the Fife High School from 12 Noon 
to 5pm.  The cost is $15 for Adults and 
$7.50 for Children.   

South Prairie Creek Tree Planting:  There 
will be a tree planting at the South Prairie 
Creek Preserve on Saturday December 2nd 
from 9Am until Noon.  They will be 
planting 500 native trees and shrubs to im-
prove Salmon habitat in the area.  To find 
an exact location register at : 

http://tinyurl.com/SPCP-Fall2017-2. 

 

 

From the Archives, Pictures 



Member News 

 The Bulletin Editor must apologize that lasts 
months edition did not meet the usual qual-
ity standards that he tries to achieve.  In 
looking back at the edition there were sev-
eral typographical errors and misspellings.  
Even though he was under a lot of person-
nel stress there is no excuse to not put out a 
quality product.  I promise this will not oc-
cur again. 

 Lion Ann Ryner will be having some surgery 
in early December.  Lion Anne did not say 
what type of surgery it was going to be but 
please keep her in your thoughts and pray-
ers.  She has been very busy getting her 
business up and running and hopes to start 
coming back to meetings again after her re-
covery. 

 Lion Terri Soliz recently had some abdominal 
surgery and is recovering very nicely.  Hope-
fully we will see a lot less of Lion Terri in the 
future but more of her at meetings and pro-
jects. 

 Lion Neil and his wife Denise are in the pro-
cess of moving into their house on the lake. 
Their part of the house is not yet complete 
but there is a spare room in Lion Andrea’s 
part of the House that they can move into 
until their portion is complete. 

 Lion Kent is counting the days to retirement.  
He will be retiring at the end of the month 
after working for many years in the Power 
business.  He and his wife Joyce then plan to 
take their motor home out and enjoy this 
great country of ours.  Good luck to you 
both. 

 

To get one, Ask One 

 

Service Shorts 

The Puyallup Lions Club proudly served 
their community in November by doing 
the following:  
 
 Worked with Lens Crafters to provide 

a pair of eyeglasses  for an individual. 
 Provided the labor to build a ramp 

for a stroke victim so that the person 
could have easier access to their 
home. 

 Donated 50 pounds of assorted toi-
letries to Francis House for their 
homeless emergency packs 

 Held a Diabetes Screening  
 In concert with the Fife Lions held 

our annual Chili and Beer fund raiser. 
 Fed 40 people in concert with the St. 

Francis House meals program at the 
Armory. 

 Donated $2,500.00 to the Pierce 
County Diabetes Association from 
our Foundation. 

 Donated $750.00 to BSA Troop 525 
who helped unload Trees 



 

 

  December 2017 

December 1st until sold out Trees Sale 

December 12th Jud Carr Birthday 

December 13th Regular/ Board Meeting 
Program TBD 

December 27th No Meeting due to the Holi-
days 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2018 

January 10th Regular Meeting/Board 
Meeting Program TBD 

January 15th Anne Rhyner Birthday 

January 15th Feed In at the Armory 6pm 

January 24th Regular Meeting Program TBD 

 

Calendar of Events 

Puyallup Lions Trivia 

 Christmas Tree Sale is our longest run-
ning fundraiser having started in the 
early 60’s.  We have been in Four differ-
ent locations over those years being in 
our current one since the late 70’s.  

 Trees used to come five to the bundle 
and were marked individually by the 
foot and by how full the tree was and 
the type of tree.  This led to interesting 
times when some members didn’t 
agree on the pricing of individual trees. 

 At one time we both loaded and un-
loaded the trees in the same day, driv-
ing a work crew down to Packwood to 
load trees up and another work crew 
would be at the lot setting up and 
getting ready to unload the trees when 
the first crew got back. 

 Former Lion Corey Flindt was the pro-
ject chair when we  decided to go to 
single price pricing.  The price for No-
bles at that time was $30 dollars.  We 
went to $40 ten years later and staid 
there for many years. 

International News and Notes 

 Lions Club International is looking for a new 
position at the club level.  They are looking 
for a Club LCIF Coordinator for each club.   

The Club LCIF Coordinator is an ambassador 
for Lions Club International Foundation for 
your club.  This person will share LCIF sto-
ries, motivate fellow lions to support LCIF, 
and enable LCIF to advance its humanitarian 
work both locally and globally.  This new po-
sition is crucial to the promotion of our 
foundation and we need all club presidents 
to actively recruit within their clubs to ena-
ble its success! 

The Club LCIF Coordinator is nominated by 
your club’s nominating committee, elected 
as a member of the club’s board, and serves 
a one-year term until reelection the follow-
ing year.  The Club LCIF Coordinator works 
closely with local leadership and communi-
cates directly with LCIF District Coordinators 
to ensure alignment with District goals. 

If interested in this position notify your club 
president. 


