
 

Puyallup Lions Orientation Part One 

Puyallup History 

The Puyallup Lions Club was chartered in April of 1954, with 26 members. The first president was L. 
D. Wyllys. Our sponsoring club was the Fife Lions. 

During our 50 plus years of service, The Puyallup Lions have sponsored three new clubs in the district. 
They were the Graham Club, Puyallup Valley and the first South Hill Club. When the Valley club was 
started our club membership was over 70 mem- bers. About 20 members transferred into the Noon club. 
Most were businessmen and that club better severed their needs. 

This club has been very active within the community. Three of our members severed as Mayor’s of the 
city of Puyallup. Other members severed on the Library, Parks and Recreation and the Senior Citizens 
Boards. 

As A club we have donated many hours and aid to our community. The first major project was the 
clearing of the fields for the Wildwood Park Baseball fields. From that we re-roofed the Girl Scout 
Shelters in the park, Purchased a Merry Go Round at Pio- neer Park, Marshaled the Daffodil Parade for 
many years, Held Pre-fair dinners which some times included Banner Passing for the incoming District 
Governor, Built a concession stand at the Old Sparks field, purchased a slit lamp for Good Sam Hospital 
and a reading enlarger for the Library, Benches for the Soldiers home in Buckley, purchased large print 
books for the library, provided scholarships for Business Week and also the High Schools.  One of our 
large projects was the Lifeline Project that Lion Earl Shoupe took in stride to provide units in elderly 
folk’s homes. We built a Fire Safety House and donated it to the Puyallup Fire Department that they use 
as a training tool for students. Purchased two score boards for the fields out at the Rec. Center at a cost of 
$10400.00. Donated $5000.00 to Good Sam Rehab Center build- ing fund. $5000.00 to YMCA building 
fund, $1000.00 to the River Walk Project to name a few recently. 
 
We also have been involved in some personal projects to help needy individuals. One of these projects 
was helping a needy family at Christmas by providing them with furniture and household goods, The 
Darla Project where the club built a ramp and deck so a young lady could go home. Purchased a glass 
eye for a young lad, Helped in the flood of 1997 providing goods and services provided several hearing 
aids and many pairs of glasses to the needy.  Also involved with the Paint Tacoma project for several 
years. 

This club has provided leadership in Lionism. We have had one International Director, A Cabinet 
Chairman, five District Governors and numerous Zone Chairmen. Many members have severed on 
different foundations, and District chairmen. The chance for leadership is limited to what you want to 
do. The Lions will provide the tools and the workshops for you to learn. The Puyallup club is one of the 
stronger clubs in our Zone. It is also very much respected it the District as one of the leading clubs. We 
have had nine Melvin Jones recipients and three Life members in this club. 



 

This Club has many fund raising projects in order to accomplish our goals to serve the community. 
Our oldest fundraiser is the Christmas Tree sale, which was the first project the club did. We have had 
Used Book Sales which started in 1966, the Dunk Tank started in 1974. 
Among the other fund raisers the club has participated in are: Chicken Q, Redhead Basketball, 
Rubenofff Concert, Light Bulb and Broom Sales, Race for Sight (Midget Autos.), Dept Store Inventories 
to name a few.  Our current projects are the Dunk Tank, Rose Sale, Charity Run and the Christmas Tree 
Sale. 

The club has had many fun times as a group. We were involved in going to conventions with 10 or 12 
couples, Mystery Dinners, Donkey Basketball down at Tahola with a Salmon feed following the game, 
New Year’s Parties, Chaperones for Teen Dances and also having our own dances. We also enjoyed the 
fellowship with our Twin Club Metchosen as they come to the Fair and we go up for a BBQ or racing. 
 

Fund Raisers: 
 
Christmas Tree Sale: Each November and December we hold a Christmas Tree Sale in downtown 
Puyallup. This is our second largest fund raiser currently. The sale starts the first weekend after 
Thanksgiving and goes until all of the trees are gone. We sell ap- proximately 800 trees a year to the 
community. 

Rose Sale: Each April we sell roses for Administrative Assistant’s day. This project started out small but 
is now a very successful fund raiser for the club. We sell roses per dozen and go to other clubs, 
businesses, family and friends. 

White Cane Days: In May of each year we solicit funds and give information about Lions and the Sight 
and Hearing Foundation. 
This is the major fund raiser for the NWLSHF and has been going on for years. We usually go to a local 
store and set up information tables and pin white canes on people who may make a donation to the 
fund.  All proceeds go to the NWLSHF. 

Fun Ride: The Puyallup Lions Club is planning a Fun run that will cover between 200 and 225 miles. 
We will have an entry fee, sponsors and will award prizes in a raffle.  This project is replacing a Poker Run 
that was successfully held for several years. 

 

Service Projects: 
Feed-In: On the third Monday of each month we provide a hot meal for the homeless and needy at the 
armory in Puyallup. Each month we feed between 40 and 65 people. Each member brings a hot dish or 
drink to the feed and then serves the people. The menu varies each month and during the holidays we 
provide a traditional holiday feast. 

Sight: We provide exams and eyeglasses to the needy in the com- munity. We have a committee that 
verifies the needs and approves the application for glasses. In addition we collect used eyeglasses and 
donate them to the Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center (LERC). In the past we have purchased up to 10 
pair of glasses and donated several hundred pair of used eyeglasses. 
Opening Eyes: Each year we participate in the “Opening Eyes” project at the local “Special 
Olympics”. We provide vision testing for all the athletes and provide them with glasses that day. In 
special cases they will get their glasses within a week of the event, but a majority receives them the same 
day. 

 



Scholarships:  Each year the Puyallup Lions provide a scholarship of 1000.00 to a student from each 
of the local High Schools. There is a committee that reviews the applications and decides the neediest 
and deserving student. The scholarship may not go to a student with the best grades as that is only a 
portion of the criteria. Community Service and need also play a big part of the scholarship recipient. 

Easter Egg Hunt: The Saturday before Easter we hold an annual Easter Egg Hunt for kid’s ages 1 to 
8. This project begins at 10 am sharp and by 10:05 all the candy and prize eggs have been picked up. The 
project takes several hours to set up and only minutes to be completed. 

Senior Center: We assist the Senior Center several times a year. When the Center had a kitchen we 
provided the labor for their fund- raiser of a breakfast. This past summer we held Ice Cream Socials for 
the seniors and have also provided cookies for their Christmas Parties. 

 

AWARDS From the Puyallup Lions Club 

Melvin Jones : 

Melvin Jones was the founder of Lionism and the highest recognition in Lionism is, appropriately, 
named for him. Be- gun originally as a means of encouraging contributions to the Lions Clubs 
International Foundation (a $1000 contribution to LCIF must accompany the nomination), it has 
come to be the means of recognizing members who have served long and well. Puyallup has 10 
Melvin Jones Fellows. 

Lion of the Year 

Lion of the Year is chosen by a committee appointed by the president and is usually the person who has 
achieved outstanding service during this Lions Year. 

Distinguished Lion 

Occasionally we award this to a Lions who has put in a minimum of ten years service in the Puyallup 
Lions Club. This is awarded for the overall service to the Puyallup Community. 

President’s Awards 

President’s Awards may be given to people who have served as officers or chair people or who have just 
“been there” when the president needed them. 

Life Membership 

A club may bestow life membership on a member that has given a minimum of 20 years of service to the 
club, is critically ill or has 15 years of service but is over 70 years of age. This application is forwarded to 
LCI along with a $650.00 application fee. 

If approved the Life Member does not pay dues to LCI (they do pay a $32.00 per year dues to the local 
club.) 

  



 

Duties of MD19, District, Zone and Club Officers: 
 

Council Chair 

Chairs the three Council Meetings held each year at the Fall Forum, the Winter Council Meeting and at the 
Annual Convention.  Appoints MD19 Committee Chairs and members for his/her year in office. The 
selections must receive final approval of the Council of Governors. Chairs the General Plenary Sessions at 
the Fall Forum and Annual Convention. 

 

MD 19 Office 
The purpose of the MD 19 Office is to serve as the central administrative point for Multiple District 19. It 
exists to provide service to the multiple district/district/zone/club officers and the Lion, Lioness and Leo 
members of MD19. It maintains the membership and financial records for each district and MD19. The 
MD 19 Office is the networking link of the Multiple District. Under the MD19 Constitution & Bylaws, the 
office plans the two major MD19 conventions each year, prepares and mails bulletins to all clubs, publishes 
an MD19 Roster which is mailed to each club, and publishes the Contest and Awards Booklet. It is also 
responsible for overseeing mailings for, and the organization of, Council Meetings. 
 

District Governor 

The District Governor is the official Lions Clubs International representative within the District and as 
such visits each of his/her clubs at least once during his/her term of office. He/she sends a monthly 
newsletter to each club within the District to share vital information about the District. Each year the 
Governor hosts a District Spring Conference, working with the Conference Chair to insure that all 
processes are in place for voting, panels, Contest & Awards and a Memorial Service giving the Lions, 
Lioness and Leos the opportunity for fun, fellowship and learning. 

Vice District Governor 

The Vice District Governor assists the District Governor in much the same manner that a Vice 
President assists a President. He/she works with weak clubs, following up on problems within the clubs 
as well as filling the role as Facilitator of the District’s Leadership, Extension Team. 

 

Zone Chair 

The Zone Chair is the liaison between the District Governor and the clubs within the Zone. He/She 
closely associates with the  clubs and holds three Zone Meetings to provide an opportunity for the clubs 
to share ideas and information. The Zone Chair produces a monthly newsletter to keep his/her clubs 
informed. He/She visits each club within the Zone prior to the District Governor’s visit to inform the 
clubs of protocol required for the District Governor’s visit and accompanies the District Governor on 
his/her official visit. 

  



 

Club President 

He / She is the Chief Executive Officer of the club and chairs all regular and board meetings. With the 
assistance of the Board of Directors, appoints committees. The Club President is an active, voting 
member of the Zone Advisory Committee in which his/her club is located. The Club President should be 
familiar with standard parliamentary procedures and be able to conduct a meeting according to these 
procedures. The Leader who inspires and motivates. 

Immediate Past President 

Assists the President in any way possible without infringing on the position of President. He/she should 
be available to offer ad- vice and support to the President when asked. 

 

Vice President(s) 

A President in Training who is available to step in to conduct a meeting if the President is unable to 
perform this duty. Vice Presidents oversee selected Committees. The 1

st 
Vice President is in charge of 

“Administrative Committees”. The 2
nd 

Vice President watches over the “Activities Committees” 
(basically spending money). The 3

rd 
Vice President oversees the highly time consuming “Special 

Committees” (essentially everything that earns money). 

 

Secretary 

He/she keeps all records pertaining to the operation of the club, the status of the members. Submit 
required membership and activities reports to MD19, Lions Clubs International, the District 
Governor, Vice District Governor, and Zone Chair. The Secretary is responsi- ble for all club 
correspondence and should act on instructions from the Board of Directors. The Secretary is 
responsible (unless a Lion has been appointed to this task) for ordering all club supplies. The 
Secretary or Treasurer is responsible for issuing statements to members for dues and any other items 
due the club.  The Club Secretary, together with the club president, is an active, voting member of 
the Zone Advisory Committee. 

 

Treasurer 

 
The Treasurer is the banker for the club and is responsible for the distribution of any funds within the 
club. He/she is required to set up accounts as directed by the Board of Directors and to insure regular 
financial reports are available to the Board of Directors and members of the club. At the direction of the 
Board of Directors, the Treasurer pays all bills. The Treasurer shall insure that any checks issued by the 
club are properly recorded. He/she may be asked to collect the money for meals at each meeting. 

 

 

Lion Tamer 

 
The Lion Tamer is the caretaker of the club’s paraphernalia and is responsible for having all equipment 
in place before the meeting starts. In some clubs the Lion Tamer is responsible to greet guests and sup- 
ply a list of these visitors to the President before the meeting starts so they can be introduced properly. 



 

Tail Twister 

The Tail Twister creates fun at the regular club by playing pranks, imposing fines (in good taste) for various reasons and 

running con tests. The funds raised can be used for any administration purpose the club 

Directors 

Assist the President in the formation of the policies and procedures of the club and insure that these are 
followed. Directors shall also oversee the various committees of the club and insure reports are 
submitted to the club on the status and progress of such committees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Lions Clubs International History 

Lions Clubs International began as the dream of Chicago insurance man Melvin 

Jones. He believed that local business clubs should expand their horizons from purely 

professional concerns to the betterment of their communities and the world at large. 

Jones’ own group, the Business Circle of Chicago, agreed. After contacting similar groups around the 
country, an organizational meeting was held on June 7, 1917, at the LaSalle Hotel in Chicago. The new 
group took the name of one of the groups invited, the “Association of Lions Clubs,” and a national 
convention was held in Dallas, Texas, USA in October of that year. Thirty-six delegates representing 22 
clubs from nine states were in attendance. The convention began to define what the association was to 
become. A constitution, by-laws, objects and code of ethics were approved. Among the official objects 
adopted in these early years was one which read, “No club shall hold out the financial betterment of its 
members as its object.” The object has remained one of the association’s main tenets ever since. 

Just three years after its formation, the organization became international when the first club in Windsor, 
Ontario, Canada was established in 1920. Clubs were later organized in Mexico, China and Cuba. By 
1927, membership stood at 60,000 in 1,183 clubs. 

In 1935, Panama became home to the first Central American club; the first club in South America was 
organized in Colombia the following year. Sweden, then France, brought Europe into the association in 
1948. Japan had clubs by 1952, and the so-called “Eastern Bloc” was unblocked in 1989 with the 
formation of clubs in Hungary, Poland and Estonia. In 1990, a club was chartered in Moscow and today 
over 100 Lions clubs are demonstrating the value of service in countries once closed to voluntary action. 

Perhaps the single event having the greatest impact on the association’s service commitment occurred 
in 1925 when Helen Keller ad- dressed the Lions at the international convention in Cedar Point, Ohio, 
USA. It was there that she challenged Lions to become “knights of the blind in the crusade against 
darkness.” 

 

In 1990 Lions launched their most aggressive sight preservation effort to date, Sight First. 

The more than US$140 million-plus program strives to rid the world of preventable and 

reversible blindness by closing the gap between existing health care services and those that remain 
desperately needed. 

Broadening its role in international understanding, the association helped the United Nations form the 
Non-Governmental Organizations section in 1945, and continues to hold consultative status today. Each 
year, during the Lions Day with the United Nations ceremonies, an award is presented to the grand prize 
winner of the Lions International Peace Poster Contest, itself a significant program which draws over 
350,000 entries annually. 

 

Another significant event in the association’s history occurred in 1987, when Lions Clubs International 
became the first major service club organization to admit women as members. 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
When was Lions Clubs International founded? 
June 7, 1917 in Chicago, Illinois, USA 

 
Who was the founder of Lions Clubs International? 
Melvin Jones (1879-1961) 

 

What is the emblem of Lions Clubs International? 
The emblem consists of a gold letter "L" on a circular purple field. Bordering this is a circular gold area 
with two lion profiles facing away from the center. The word "Lion" and "International" appear at the top 
and bottom. The Lions are meant to face both a proud past and confident future. 

 
What is the motto of Lions Clubs International? 
The association's motto, "We Serve," precisely explains its mission. 

 

What is the slogan of Lions Clubs International? 
"Liberty, Intelligence, Our Nation's Safety" (LIONS). 

 
What are the colors of Lions Clubs International? 
The official colors are purple and gold -- purple for loyalty and integrity; gold for sincerity, liberality, 
purity, and generosity. 

 

What is the address of Lions Clubs International Headquarters? 
Lions Clubs International 300 W. 22nd Street 

Oak Brook, Illinois 60523-8842, USA 
  



What is the address for the official Lions Clubs International Website? 

www.lionsclubs.org 
 

What are the official membership figures? 
As of January 31, 2016 Lions Club International had 1,388,393 members in 46,481 clubs and 743 districts 
in 210 countries or geo- graphical locations. 

 

What are the official requirements for membership? Membership is open to men and women of legal 
majority and good reputation in the community, and is by invitation only. Those interested should contact 
their local Lions club. If they can- not easily locate a Lions club, they can request the ME-26 bro- chure 
from the Membership Operations Department at Lions In- ternational Headquarters at (630) 571-5466. 
The ME-26 brochure, once filled out and returned to International Headquarters, will help put them in 
touch with a local Lions club. 

 

What magazine does Lions Clubs International publish? 31 official editions of THE LION Magazine 

are published in 20 languages. 

 
What are the official languages of Lions Clubs International? Lions Clubs International conducts its 

official business in the fol- lowing 11 languages: English, Chinese, Finnish, French, German, Italian, 

Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish and Swedish. 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/


ACRONYMS AND TERMS TO REMEMBER 
 

 

PP – past president (sometimes shown as PKL for past King Lion) 

ZC – zone chairman 

PZC – past zone chairman  

VDG – vice district governor  

DG – district governor 

PDG – past district governor 

 PCC – past council chairman  

PID – past international director 

MJF – Melvin Jones Fellow (special recognition) 

LCI – Lions Clubs International 

LCIF – Lions Clubs International Foundation 

C-3– refers to the zone in which we are located 

 

19C – refers to the district in which we are located 

 

MD19 – Multiple District 19 (an association of the 9 districts in WA, BC and ID) 

 

 

 


